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DIARY  DATES 
 

 

February 2012 

 

Sat 4
th  

10 am Prayer Hour 

Mon 6/20/27
th

  9.30 am Pilates class 

Tues 7
th

 7.30 pm Christians in the Community meeting in 

   the Chapel Hall  

Tues  
 
 7pm each week, House Group Fellowship 

Thurs 9
th

 10.30am  to 12.30 Cameo Club 

Sat 18
th
 12 noon Lent Lunch at Naphill Methodist Church 

Mon 20
th

 7.30 pm for 7.45pm Church Council Meeting 

Sat 25
th
 12 noon Lent Lunch at Downley Methodist Church 

  

 

Women’s Fellowship, Wednesdays at 2pm 

Starts again in March 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

ART CLASS              
   Wednesdays at 7.30 pm 
 
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NAPHILL  METHODIST  CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

February 2012 

 

Sun 5
th
  11.00 am Mr Ken Kingston  

    

Sun 12
th
  11 00 am Rev Gregory Hargrove 

 

Sun 19
th

 11.00 am Mr Nigel Sweet 

 

Sat 26
th
 11.00 am  Rev Mike Hill Holy Communion 

 

 

We are looking for a new steward (or stewards) to replace Betty  – 

male or female!  If you would like to join the team or want to know 

more about the role, please ask Joy, Margaret or Moira.  A big 

thank you goes to Betty for all she has done while serving as a 

steward. 
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NAPHILL LENT LUNCH…. 

this year is supporting……. 

 

There are 12,000 children living in poverty within the county of 

Buckinghamshire, a number of whom come from working households 

where circumstances mean they are struggling financially and this in 

turn leads to little being left in their budget for food. 

 

One Can Trust has been formed to facilitate a number of community 

based projects, such as the One Can Foodbank established to provide 

people “in crisis” with a short-term free emergency food supply of non-

perishable items such as soup, pasta, rice, baked beans, biscuits, cereals 

etc. Each food parcel provides enough nutritious basic ingredients, 

together with menu cards, to create a range of meals.  Recipients are 

individuals and families deemed “in crisis” by professional care-

workers already working alongside them for reasons such as 

bereavement, probation, redundancy, family breakdown etc. Agencies 

registered with the One Can Trust then contact us when they have a 

client in need and we are able to supply free food parcels over a short 

period of time, until the “crisis” has been addressed. 

 

ñé.we come across many families and individuals who are in need of 

help in crisis situations and hence a Foodbank scheme would be of 

great benefit to them.ò   Bucks Youth Offending Service 

 

ñI am writing to thank you on behalf of the family for your kind 

support. The clothes and food were very much needed and have meant 

that the children 12 months and 2 years can eat. Mum was very 

emotional when given them, but grateful.ò Surestart Children’s Centre 
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CAMEO CLUB 

(Come and meet each other) 
 

Starting on Thursday 9th February 

at 
Naphill Methodist church 

anytime between: 
10.30am and 12.30pm 

 
Play games ï Beetle, Scrabble, Monopoly, Pictionary, Boggle, 

chess and more! 

or simply have a chat 

bring a friend! 
 

Tea/coffee and homemade cakes included in the cost of 
each session @ £2 

 
The Cameo Club will take place on the 2nd Thursday of 

each month 
 

 

Bring a little sunshine into someone‟s life, 

Spread a ray of happiness, where there is gloom and strife, 

Always give a kindly smile, to those along the way, 

Try to say a friendly word to brighten up their day. 

Look upon the bright side, bring a spark of hope, 

Find more time for laughter, share a friendly joke. 

For while looking for the sunshine, joy will come to stay, 

As all your griefs and worries, like clouds will drift away. 

Sylvia M. Bradford   (sent in by Gordon May) 



6 

THE WHITECHAPEL MISSION NEEDS HELP 

 

I was horrified to hear when I went to the Whitechapel Mission, East 

London, to help on January 8
th

, that unless more money and food is 

forth coming, then the centre will have to only be open 5 days a week. 

From September to end of December the mission only received half of 

the amount of money and food that they normally do, so will not have 

enough to run the mission fully for the rest of the year. It is very 

fortunate that the weather has been so mild as they have not had to have 

the centre open over  night yet this winter, which has kept down costs. 

Apparently people tend to forget about the mission in the spring and 

summer so they rely on donations in autumn and winter to survive the 

rest of the year, but donations from churches and individuals have not 

been (understandably) so great. 

 

Three of us spent five hours sorting out donations of clothes and it was 

very disheartening to see what some people donate – filthy, misshapen, 

holey clothes. Fortunately they do receive money from the rag man for 

bags of “rubbish”. There is a massive pile of clothes waiting to be 

sorted and no doubt some of these will be of great use, but the time is 

takes going through the “tat” makes progress slow. I am hoping to go 

back to the Mission one day soon, with folk from Wingrave just to sort 

clothes. To do this you do not have to be in London for 6am!! Getting 

up at 3.45am was a struggle, but worth it. 

 

Wingrave Church go twice a year to help serve breakfasts and sort 

clothes and it has been a real privilege to go with them the last two 

times to see the great work that is being done by Tony Millar, his wife, 

a small team of paid helpers and lots of volunteers.  Tony told us that 

they have about 50 people each week helping out who are doing 

Community Service.  Some of these still come back even when they 

have fulfilled their hours.   Please do what you can to help the 

WHITECHAPEL MISSION and look on their website for what they 

need, but money is probably their greatest requirement. 

Elaine Needham (Princes Risborough Methodist Church) 
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How does God speak? 

Lord, You sometimes speak in wonders,  

Unmistakable and clear;  

Mighty signs to prove Your presence,  

Overcoming doubt and fear.  

 

Lord, You sometimes speak in whispers,  

Still and small and scarcely heard;  

Only those who want to listen  

Catch the all-important word.  

 

Lord, You sometimes speak in silence,  

Through our loud and noisy day;  

We can know and trust You better  

When we quietly wait and pray.  

 

Lord, You often speak in scripture,  

Words that summon from the page,  

Shown and taught us by Your Spirit  

With fresh light for every age.  

 

Lord, You always speak in JESUS,  

Always new, yet still the same;  

Teach us now more of the Saviour;  

Make our lives display His name.  

Christopher Idle 

 
You can start again! 

„You will give me added years of life, as rich and full as those of many 

generations, all packed into one.” Psalm 61.6 

A man out walking in the early Spring saw a bird‟s nest lying on the 

ground. It had been destroyed by a storm. He thought sadly of the time 

and work it must have taken to build it, but suddenly his thoughts were 
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interrupted by a bird singing. When he looked up into the tree, he saw a 

wonderful sight: the little bird was busy building another nest! 

You can‟t go back. You can‟t rewrite the past! But you don‟t have to 

wallow in regret or remorse. Your experiences have made you the 

person you are today and, if you‟re still breathing, then you can start 

your life over again, beginning right now! David blew it – his mistakes 

were bigger than most people‟s, but he decided not to be a prisoner of 

his past. He prayed: „You will give me added years of life as rich and as 

full of those of many generations, all packed into one.‟ Psalm 61.6. Get 

your eyes off the rear view mirror! All of us have things we wish we 

had done differently – or hadn‟t done at all. What is past is past. Put it 

under the forgiveness of a merciful God and move on. Your best days 

are ahead if you can accept this promise and move on it.  

 

 
 

Smile JJJJ Some Humour from the Bible 

 

Q. What kind of a man was Boaz before he married Ruth? 

A. Ruthless 

 

Q. Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible? 

A. Samson.  He brought the house down. 

 

Q. Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy? 

A. The area around  Jordan.  The banks were always over flowing. 

 

What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible?  

Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden in a Fury.  

David‟s Triumph was heard throughout the land.  

Honda... because the apostles were all in one Accord.  

Sent in by Howard. 
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THANK YOU é. 
Members of Naphill Methodist Church have only to be asked once, the 

response to donate consumable Kitchen Equipment by way of a Festive 

Season Greeting was tremendous. We now have plenty of Napkins, Pan 

Scourers, New Tea Towels and a promise of a Cheese Grater. In 

addition we have donations specifically for keeping supplies up to date. 

Thank you for your extreme generosity. I did promise to name the 

donors and the donation in the December Newsletter but you have been 

so generous that to do so will occupy more space than is allowed in this 

thank you.  You have the opportunity to see the new supplies in 

operation at the next Church Event the Lent Lunch on Saturday the 

18th February from 12 noon.      Howard 

%^&%^&%^& 

 

Age UK links up with the Met Office to save lives this winter  

In an attempt to lower the number of unnecessary deaths this winter, 

Age UK has set up a new initiative with the Met Office and the 

Department of Health. The Met Office now gives Age UK advance 

warnings when it predicts a cold spell so that vulnerable older people 

can be pre-warned and given tips on how best to stay warm and safe.  

The figures show that there are up to 26,000 preventable deaths of older 

people each winter in the UK, many of which could have been avoided 

by people taking simple measures to stay warm. Low temperatures raise 

blood pressure, putting people at greater risk of heart attacks and 

strokes as well as increasing the likelihood and severity of flu, chest 

infections and other respiratory problems.  

 

%^&%^&%^& 

 

 
Letter from our Minister for February 

Dear Friends,  
  In case I haven’t told you, or maybe if I haven’t told you 
ten times already, we have a new grandson, Noah, born on 28 th 
December, rather earlier than expected. After a shaky start he is doing 
well, and we are all delighted. Praise the Lord! 
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 He’s a bit young to appreciate the finer points of literature, but 
grandsons do provide a good excuse for granddads to chuckle through 
children’s stories. And I’ve greatly enjoyed the tale of the snail on the 
tail of a whale. A lovely story in which the tiny snail eventually saves 
the life of the mighty whale. 
 It doesn’t explain how a tiny snail is supposed to cling on, whilst 
the whale thrashes the ocean, as whales tend to do. So it’s not quite as 
scientific as I’d like. Yet it sets my mind racing! Do whales actually 
have snails hitching a lift?! I know limpets and barnacles cling to rocks 
and bottoms of ships. Certainly I’ve never seen a whale’s tail close 
enough to see if it has anything as small as a snail. For the time being 
I’ll just have to wonder! 
 But the tale is a good parable of the Kingdom of God! The 
mighty and powerful of this world, the whales, seem utterly invincible. 
The little guys, (sorry the snail in the story is a lady snail!), apparently 
have no chance: too small, too slow, no power, no influence. But God’s 
plan is to overturn the usual outcome. The first shall be last, and the 
last shall be first. 
 In February we begin Lent and our preparation for Easter, the 
story of one Man in a seemingly powerless position, destroyed by the 
powerful of this world, but in whom God overturns the usual outcome, 
brings Him to resurrection life, and changes the whole course of 
history. 
 There are some who have fought for Christendom with armies 
and crusades, but the greatest successes of the Kingdom have come 
through relatively weak and ordinary people, inspired by the Spirit, 
living out extraordinary lives in the name of Jesus, and like the snail 
slowly but surely bringing about that which is right. 
 So do not be daunted by what seems invincible! Do not be 
limited by usual outcomes! You have access to the overturning power 
of God. Cling on through all the thrashing of life! You have a purpose in 
this world! You might not enjoy a comfortable ride, but travel by God’s 
grace, and be in the right place at the right time, for when God works 
wonders even through your life. 
 This Lent, listen again to the story of Jesus and how so much is 
accomplished through His life and death and resurrection, and put your 
trust in Him once again. 
   Mike Hill 
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 ROTAS 
 

February 5
th

  12
th

  19
th

  26
th

  

       

Steward Margaret Moira  Joy  Moira 

 

Welcome Evelyn  Howard Don  Rosemary 

 

Flowers  Sheila  Betty  Joy  Janet 

 

Transport   Don  Roy  John  John 

 

Phone numbers, see also on the back of the Newsletter.  John Jones-

564469, Roy Slocombe-564955, Don Turner-562645 

(NB If you are unable to fulfill your planned duty, please arrange for 

someone to take your place). 
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Contacts 
MINISTER:  REV. MIKE HILL B.Sc,  Phd,  M.A. 

   Telephone: 01494 562860.  

 
   MISS MARGARET BRACEY, 

CONTACT  199, MAIN ROAD, NAPHILL, BUCKS. 

STEWARD  Telephone: 01494  56333 

   

STEWARD:  MRS MOIRA LEWIS ï  01494 562817 

 

STEWARD:  MRS JOY PEMBERTON ï 01494 562918  

Art Classes Mrs Joy Pemberton tel: 01494 562918.  

Church Council  Mrs Moira Lewis ï tel: 01494 562817 

    Secretary 
Door rota  Mrs Joy Pemberton ï  tel: 562918 

Flower rota     

Network Secretary Mrs Rosemary Montague tel: 562796 

Newsletter Editor Mrs Moira Lewis - tel: 01494 562817 

 e-mail: moirajlewis@hotmail.com 

Property Steward Mr John Jones - 564469 

Treasurer and  

      Gift Aid Sec Mr Brian Murgatroyd ï tel: 01494 565413 

Womenôs Fellowship Mrs Rosemary Montague tel: 01494 562796  

Church web address:   

   http://www.highwycombemethodist.org.uk/naphill.php 

 

 

 

 

http://www.highwycombemethodist.org.uk/naphill.php

