
Saf eguard ing Ch ild ren  and  Vulnerab le Ad ult s 

Po licy f o r  t he High  Wycom b e Cir cu it  

 
Th is po licy w as agreed  at  t he Circu it  Meet ing held  on  20t h Sep t em ber  2011. It  w ill be 

review ed  annually at  t he Sep t em ber  Circu it  Meet ing.  

 

The Met hod ist  Church , along w it h  t he w hole Ch r ist ian  com m un it y, believes each  

person  has a value and  d ign it y w h ich  com es d irect ly f rom  God ’s creat ion  of  m ale and  

f em ale in  God ’s ow n  im age and  likeness. Ch r ist ians see t h is as f u lf illed  by God ’s re-

creat ion  o f  us in  Ch r ist . Am ong o t her  t h ings, t h is im p lies a dut y t o  value all peop le as 

bear ing t he im age o f  God  and  t heref o re t o  p ro t ect  t hem  f rom  harm . 

 

The High  Wycom be Circu it  recogn ises t hat  none o f  us is invu lnerab le but  t hat  t here is 

a par t icu lar  care f o r  t hose w hose vu lnerab ilit y is increased  by sit uat ions, by d isab ilit ies 

o r  by reduct ion  in  capacit ies. It  is r ecogn ised  t hat  t h is increased  vu lnerab ilit y m ay be 

t em porary o r  perm anen t  and  m ay be visib le o r  invisib le, but  t hat  i t  does no t  d im in ish  

our  hum an it y and  seeks t o  af f irm  t he g if t s and  graces o f  all God ’s peop le. 

 

The High  Wycom be Circu it  is com m it t ed  t o  t he saf eguard ing and  p ro t ect ion  of  all 

ch ild ren , young peop le and  vulnerab le adult s and  t hat  t he needs o f  ch ild ren  o r  o f  

peop le w hen  t hey are vulnerab le is param oun t . 

 

Th is po licy add resses t he saf eguard ing o f  ch ildren , young peop le and  vu lnerab le 

adult s. It  is in t ended  t o  be a dynam ic po licy. It  is in t ended  t o  suppo r t  t he Church  in  

being a saf e suppo r t ive and  car ing com m un it y f o r  ch ild ren , young peop le, vu lnerab le 

adult s, f o r  survivo rs o f  abuse, f o r  com m un it ies and  f o r  t hose af f ect ed  by abuse.  

 

The High  Wycom be Circu it  f ully agrees w it h  t he Connexional st at em en t  reit erat ed  in  

Creating Safer Space 2007: 

 

As the people of the Methodist Church we are concerned with the wholeness of each 

individual within God’s purpose for everyone. We seek to safeguard all members of the 

church community of all ages. 

 

The High  Wycom be Circu it  recogn ises t he ser ious issue o f  t he abuse o f  ch ild ren  and  

vu lnerab le adult s and  recogn ises t hat  t h is m ay t ake t he f o rm  of  physical, em o t ional, 

sexual, f inancial, sp ir it ual o r  inst it u t io nal abuse o r  neglect . It  acknow ledges t he ef f ect s 

t hese m ay have on  peop le and  t heir  developm en t , includ ing sp ir it ual and  relig ious 

developm en t . It  accep t s it s responsib ilit y f o r  ensur ing t hat  all peop le are saf e in  it s 

care and  t hat  t heir  d ign it y and  r igh t  t o  be heard  is m ain t ained . It  accep t s it s 

responsib ilit y t o  suppo r t , list en  t o  and  w ork f or  healing w it h  survivo rs, o f f enders, 

com m un it ies and  t hose w ho  care about  t hem . It  t akes ser iously t he issues o f  

p rom o t ion  o f  w elf are so  t hat  each  of  us can  reach  o ur  f u ll po t en t ial in  God ’s grace. 

 

The High  Wycom be Circu it  com m it s it self  t o  respond  w it hout  delay t o  any allegat ion  

o r  cause f o r  concern  t hat  a ch ild  o r  vu lnerab le adult  m ay have been  harm ed , w het her  

in  t he Church  o r  in  ano t her  con t ext . It  com m it s it self  t o  challenge t he abuse of  pow er  

o f  anyone in  a posit ion  o f  t rust . It  com m it s it self  t o  p rovid ing in f o rm ed  past o ral care 

t o  t hose in  need , includ ing t he supervision  of  t hose w ho  have com m it t ed  cr im inal 

o f f ences. 

 



The High  Wycom be Circu it  com m it s it self  t o  ensur ing t he im p lem en t at ion  of  

Connexional Saf eguard ing Policy; governm en t  leg islat ion  and  guidance and  saf e 

p ract ice in  t he circu it  and  in  t he churches. 

 

The High  Wycom be Circu it  com m it s it self  t o  t he p rovision  o f  suppo r t , advice and  

t rain ing f o r  lay and  o rdained  peop le t hat  w ill ensure peop le are clear  and  conf iden t  

about  t heir  ro les and  responsib ilit ies in  saf eguard ing and  p rom o t ing t he w elf are o f  

ch ild ren  and  adult s w ho  m ay be vu lnerab le.  

 

Purpose 

The purposes o f  t h is saf eguard ing po licy are t o  ensure p rocedures are in  p lace and  

peop le are clear  about  ro les and  responsib ilit ies f o r  ch ild ren  and  vu lnerab le adult s in  

our  care and  using our  p rem ises. It  is t o  be read  in  con junct ion  w it h  t he Met hod ist  

Saf eguard ing Handbook (2010). 

 

The High Wycombe Circuit appoints DAVID SPARKS as Safeguarding Adults Coordinator and 

as Safeguarding Children Coordinator and supports him in his role. 

 

a) Roles and responsibilities 

Superintendent 

1. Ensure all churches have app rop r iat e and  up -t o -dat e saf eguard ing po licies in  

p lace. 

2. Suppo r t  t hose in  past o ral charge in  exercising responsib ilit y f o r  t he 

im p lem en t at ion  of  saf eguard ing policy and  p ract ice. 

3. Ensure t he p rovision  o f  past o ral suppo r t  f o r  t hose involved  in  issues o f  abuse 

and  in  m anagem en t  of  sex o f f enders. 

4. Ensure t rain ing oppo r t un it ies are in  p lace f o r  all w o rkers w it h  ch ild ren , 

vu lnerab le adult s, f o r  st af f  o f  t he circu it  and  f or  m em bers o f  t he local 

churches in  t he circu it . 

5. Ensure t he Circu it  Meet ing appo in t s a Saf eguard ing Adult s Coo rd inat o r  and  a 

Saf eguard ing Ch ild ren  Coord inat o r  and  t hat  t he det ails o f  t h at  person  are 

passed  t o  t he Dist r ict  o f f ice. 

6. Ensure t he Circu it  Meet ing review s t h is po licy annually. 

7. Suppo r t  t he Saf eguard ing Adult s Coo rd inat o r  and  t he Saf eguard ing Ch ild ren  

Coord inat o r  in  t heir  w o rk, p rovid ing access t o  resources t o  enab le t hem  t o  

f u lf il t heir  f unct ions. 

 

Circuit Stewards 

Ensure agreed  p rocedures are in  p lace f o r  Circu it  and  ecum en ical even t s t hat  

invo lve ch ild ren  o r  vulnerab le adult s. 

 

Circuit Safeguarding Adults Coordinator and Circuit Safeguarding Children Coordinator 

1. Suppo r t  and  advise t he Circu it  Super in t enden t  and  t he Circu it  St ew ards in  

f u lf illing t heir  ro les. 

2. Provide a po in t  o f  ref erence t o  advise on  saf eguard ing issues.  

3. Liaise w it h  t he Dist r ict  Saf eguard ing Group (s). 

4. Wit h  t he suppo r t  o f  t he Super in t enden t  ensure  t hat  any inciden t s and  

allegat ions are f o llow ed  up  o r  ref er red  as necessary. 

 
b) Procedures for circuit events involving children or vulnerable adults 

 It  is essen t ial t hat  circu it  even t s t hat  invo lve ch ild ren  o r  vu lnerab le adult s do  no t  

slip  t h rough  t he n et  because t hey are no t  ow ned  by one church . 

 



c) Responsibility for those planning and leading the event  

 All t hose involved  in  lead ing and  runn ing t he even t  m ust  be aw are o f  t he 

p rocedure. 

 The even t  should  have been  p lanned  ef f ect ively and  at t en t ion  g iv en  t o  t he 

f o llow ing issues: 

 Risk assessm en t  and  su it ab ilit y o f  t he act iv it y and  t he p rem ises.  

 The appo in t m en t  o f  a t eam  t o  t ake charge o f  t he even t , includ ing 

saf eguard ing and  f irst  aid  personnel. Par t icu lar  healt h  o r  ab ilit y needs should  

have been  t aken  in t o  accoun t . 

 Num bers o f  ch ild ren  o r  vu lnerab le adult s invo lved . 

 Transpo r t at ion  f o llow ing good  p ract ice guidelines. 

 

d) Key concepts and definitions 

 

i) Vulnerable Adults: any adult  aged  18 o r  over  w ho , by reason  of  m en t al o r  o t her  

d isab ilit y, age, illness o r  o t her  sit uat ion  is perm anen t ly o r  f o r  t he t im e being 

unab le t o  t ake care of  her  o r  h im self , o r  t o  p rot ect  her  o r  h im self  f rom  

sign if ican t  harm  o r  exp lo it at ion . 

ii) Safeguarding and protecting children or vulnerable adults f rom  m alt reat m en t ; 

p reven t ing im pairm en t  o f  t heir  healt h  and  ensur ing saf e and  ef f ect ive care.  

iii) Adult/child protection is a par t  o f  saf eguard ing and  p rom o t ing w elf are. Th is 

ref ers t o  t he act iv it y w h ich  is under t aken  t o  p ro t ect  ch ild ren /specif ic adult s 

w ho  are suf f er ing o r  are at  r isk o f  suf f er ing sign if ican t  harm , includ ing 

neglect .  

iv) Abuse and neglect m ay occur  in  a f am ily, in  a com m un it y and  in  an  inst it u t ion . 

It  m ay be perpet rat ed  by a person  o r  persons know n  t o  t he ch ild  o r  

vu lnerab le adult  o r  by st rangers; by an  adul t  o r  by a ch ild . It  m ay be an  

in f lict ion  of  harm  o r  a f ailure t o  p reven t  harm . 

 

Dat ed  20t h Sep t em ber  2011  

 

 

Signed  ..................................................  Chair  o f  Circu it  Meet ing   

 


