
The Revd Georgina Bondzl-Simpson reflects 

on a world torn by coronavirus and racism 

The power to 

reject racism 

lies In every 

believer 

We are able to 

be light and life 

to others as 
Christ is to us 

he image that comes to mind when 

T I hear Jesus declare he is the "light 
of the world" (John 8:12), is the 

pillar of fire that led the Israelites during 

their exodus through the wilderness. That 
divine presence, their source of light and 
life, continues to guide me as I train to be a 

minister in the High Wycombe Circuit. 
My first experience of circuit ministry was 

the love and affirmation I received from 
my colleagues in ministry and members 
of the churches where I have pastoral 

responsibility. I have been blessed with a 

team that holds the 'Christ-light' for me , 
making me feel safe and valued . As a black 

woman, stationed in a predominantly white 
circuit, I have been warmly received and 
this builds on the training and experience I 

received at The Queens Foundation. Where 

the light of Christ shines, there is life and 
liberty and growth. 

It may sound banal to say, "ministry is 
not easy". But it is not. Two weeks into 
probation, I sat in my study (still littered with 

books), confused and overwhelmed asking 
God the questions that many probationers 
and perhaps even well-seasoned ministers 

may have asked: "Lord, what have you 
brought me here for? What would you have 
me do?" 

One year on and I still ask those 
questions. Yet, despite doubts, challenges 
and disappointments, we must remember: 

the Lord is our light and our salvation and 
we are led by Christ, the light of the world. 

Six months after that time, I was crying 

out to God to lead me through the upheaval 
caused by the coronavirus. Through the 
pandemic I have learnt that God calls 

us to unexpected places and undreamt-
of situations. In the answer, we see the 
light of life at work. Taking 14 funerals in 
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the first eight months has not been easy. 

Attending an intensive care ward in London 

to represent a dear family to a brother 

who died of Covid-19 was life-changing; an 

unlikely gift to me, a probationer minister. 

It is my hope that I was a light of life to the 

families I journeyed with. This is part of who 

we are called to be. I have felt honoured 

and humbled to be called to offer hope and 

life to the bereaved . Lockdown came with 

challenges, but the support from Christians 

and non-Christians alike proves that the 

light of life can never be overcome by 

darkness. Through people's magnanimity, 

the Christ light has shone through 

desperation and hopelessness to bring life 

to a suffering world. 

Black Lives Matter 
George Floyd 's shocking death in May added 

gloom to the darkness of the coronavirus . 

The timing was no coincidence - we serve a 

God who works with the times and seasons. 

Just as many in their homes and hospital 

beds fought for breath, life has also been 

squeezed out of the lungs of people who 

have, for years, suffered the evil scourge 

of racism. Many black church members 

were angry. I was too . Most despaired. I did 

too. But in Martin Luther King, Jr's words, 

"Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only 

light can do that."i 

Light. a symbol of hope 
I take hope in the tea lights flickering in 
the dark across nations - symbols of the 
light of Christ giving us life and hope. The 
power to reject racism lies in every believer, 
because Christ , the light of life, lives and 
works in us. As Methodists, we need to 
keep these conversations alive; actively 
and honestly address all forms of injustice, 
including racism; and take action . 

Reaction to this invisible virus has 
underscored our shared humanity and 
brought out the best in communities, which 
continue to support each other. The moving 
images of Patrick Hutchinson, a black man 
carrying a white brother to safety during 
a London protest in June spoke volumes. 
Kindness flourishes in unimaginable ways. 
That is the light of life in Christ breaking 
forth through his Church into the world, and 

we must trust in this light to teach us to 
love each other more. 

Isaiah prophesied about the "light that 
will break forth like the dawn" (Isaiah 58:8). 
This is hopeful. As we rely on the Holy Spirit, 
the light and life of God's people, let us pray 
that together we are able to be light and life 

to others as Christ is to us. 

LIGHT 

Which 

intentional 


conversations 

about the light 


of life does 

Georgina's 


testimony prompt 

you to have? 


1 A Testament of 
Hope: The Essential 
Writings and Speeches 
(ed. James Melvin 
Washington, 1986, 
HarperCollins) 
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